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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to study teachers' narratives of the concept of imagination
in a kindergarten environment. This is an interpretive and qualitative study
that was conducted with a narrative writing strategy and a pre-narrative sub-
strategy. The participants were 20 experienced teachers, "11 men and 9
women." Purposive sampling (heterogeneous) was carried out with maximum
diversity. A semi-structured interview protocol was also used to collect data
and continued until theoretical saturation was reached. In addition, data
coding was carried out using the Brown and Clark’s (2012) model, using
thematic analysis. Finally, the collected data were analyzed through
MAXQDA 20 software. The results showed that four meta-narratives were
developed as "context-oriented, application-oriented, interaction-oriented,
and progress-oriented” from understanding and imagining the concept of
imagination. Despite the diversity of meta-narratives, the basic skills for
cultivating the concept of imagination require "creativity and originality,
mental flexibility, divergent thinking, and tolerance for ambiguity.” Finally,
their emphasis, in addition to challenges and obstacles, was on concepts such
as “cognitive limitations, social culture, organizational barriers, and
psychological factors” that the participants emphasized. Therefore, examining
and identifying these themes can help to better understand the paths of
cultivating imagination and designing effective solutions to deal with
challenges.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, with the rapid changes and excessive use of technology and
social media, the importance of imagination in children's learning and
development is highly emphasized. Imagination helps children cope
better with everyday challenges and pressures and find creative
solutions to their problems. Imagination allows children to create
different stories, characters and scenarios. It helps them process their
emotions and experiences and learn social skills and cooperation
through imaginative role plays (Jappinen & Ciussi, 2016). As an
essential element in the learning and development process of children,
imagination plays an important role in the development of their
creativity and social skills. In educational settings such as kindergarten,
imagination can serve as a tool to foster creative thinking and problem
solving.

Literature Review

Imagination is one of the most important aspects of children's
psychological development, which has profound effects on their
learning and social development. The theoretical foundations of
imagination include several theories and approaches that examine how
it is formed and its effects on a child's life. One of the key theories in
this field is Freud's psychoanalytic theory, which emphasizes the
importance of imagination in unconscious processes. He believes that
imagination can act as a defense mechanism to help children cope with
their anxieties and challenges (Freud, 1920). Another theory is Piaget's
cognitive theory, which considers imagination as part of cognitive
processes. Piaget believes that imagination allows children to
understand new concepts and interpret their experiences in creative
ways. He emphasizes that imagination plays a vital role in various
stages of children’s development, including the preoperational stage,
and helps in the development of abstract thinking (Piaget, 1952). In
addition, Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory also points to the importance
of imagination in learning and social interactions. Vygotsky believes
that imagination helps children develop their cognitive and social skills
through play and social interactions. He believes that imagination and
play serve as tools for learning and problem solving (Vygotsky, 1978).
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These theories help us gain a better understanding of imagination and
its role in children’s development.

Methodology

This research has adopted an interpretive and qualitative approach and
the strategy used was narrative writing with a micro-strategy of
prologue. In prologue, the narrator narrates a small story that happened
in the past and recounts its effect on his behavior afterwards. This
method is rooted in pragmatic epistemology. In fact, narrative requires
plot and sequence and organization; but in prologue, our story is
fragmented, cross-sectional and nonlinear. A small story deals with the
stories of the lives of ordinary people, not heroes and great people.
Therefore, it shows a picture of the real life of people on a part of the
earth and matures our understanding of our own and others' lives. A
prologue deals with a period in a person's life when it is no longer
possible to say what "really" happened, but it provides the basis for our
narratives; in other words, it has planted the seeds of our future
behaviors (Bamberg, 2020). The participants were educators working
in kindergartens (Kurdistan, Iran). For this purpose, a list of teachers in
this region who had extensive experience in this field was received from
the Education Department of Regions 1 and 2. 20 people, 11 men and
9 women", who were employed in the academic year 1402-1403, were
invited to interview using consecutive or sequential and purposeful
sampling until theoretical saturation was reached.

Results

After reviewing and eliminating irrelevant concepts, the themes were
reduced to 60 basic themes. Finally, similar concepts and meanings
were classified into a cluster, resulting in a total of 12 first-level
organizing themes including context-oriented, application-oriented,
interaction-oriented, scientific progress, creativity and innovation,
mental flexibility, divergent thinking, tolerance of ambiguity, cognitive
limitations, social culture, organizational barriers, psychological
factors, etc. Again, all related first-level organizing themes were
classified under 4 overarching themes.

Discussion
The present study was conducted to study teachers' narratives of the
concept of imagination in a kindergarten environment. In this study, the
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researchers considered three main questions: understanding and
imagining the concept of imagination, basic capabilities and skills for
cultivating the concept of imagination, and obstacles and challenges in
the process of cultivating the concept of imagination to explore the
concept of imagination in school and kindergarten environments. The
degree of sufficient knowledge of how students work, and placing
oneself in the context of the student, were among the most important
meanings that showed the conceptualization of imagination. The results
showed that four meta-narratives as "context-oriented, application-
oriented, interaction-oriented, scientific progress" of understanding and
imagining the concept of imagination were developed. Despite the
diversity of meta-narratives, the basic skills for cultivating the concept
of imagination require creativity and originality, mental flexibility,
divergent thinking, and tolerance for ambiguity.

Conclusion

Significant Obstacles: Participants identified several key challenges,
including cognitive limitations in children, societal and cultural
influences that may hinder imaginative thinking, organizational barriers
within educational settings, and psychological factors affecting both
children and educators.
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