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ABSTRACT

One of the primary goals of the education system and educational leaders is
to cultivate responsible and competent citizens. The present study aimed to
examine the effectiveness of teaching philosophy for children on the
citizenship education of fourth-grade female students in the city of Ashkezar.
The research employed a quasi-experimental method with a pre-test—post-test
design and a control group. The statistical population included all fourth-grade
female students in Ashkezar, from which 30 students were selected through
convenience sampling and randomly assigned to experimental (n = 15) and
control (n = 15) groups. Data were collected using the citizenship behavior
questionnaire developed by Marcusi and Ixin. Philosophy instruction was
delivered to the experimental group in twelve 60-minute sessions. The
collected data were analyzed using ANCOVA and MANCOVA in SPSS. The
results of the covariance analysis indicated that teaching philosophy for
children significantly improved the citizenship behavior of fourth-grade
female students. Furthermore, the MANCOVA results showed significant
differences between the experimental and control groups across all
components, with the experimental group demonstrating substantially higher
post-test means. Considering the observed differences in citizenship behavior
and the importance of fostering such behavior among students, educational
leaders are encouraged to place greater emphasis on implementing
philosophy-for-children programs.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the important tasks of any educational system is to educate
effective, informed, and responsible citizens. Schools, as a model and
practice model, should develop the emotional and behavioral
dimensions of citizenship in addition to the educational and curricular
dimensions. Philosophy for children has specific cognitive goals; it
forces the mind to act through challenges of principled thinking and
structured interaction. In addition, the program also has a social goal.
In the philosophy for children curriculum, students are able to respond
appropriately to new situations and shape their behaviors with future
goals in mind. In this regard, researchers believe that teaching
philosophy to children leads to the development of reasoning skills,
trust, and respect in the student community. Therefore, the present study
was conducted with the aim of investigating the effectiveness of
teaching philosophy to children on educating students' citizenship as a
function of educational leadership.

Research Questions

The research tool for data collection was Marcusi and Ixin's (2004)
citizenship behavior questionnaire and a philosophy education package
for children that includes teaching intellectual stories.

Literature Review

Many studies have been conducted on the effectiveness of teaching
philosophy to children, the results of which have shown that teaching
philosophy to children has an effect on increasing creativity and
motivation for progress (Nosrati-Hashi et al., 2014), improving the
cognitive functions of preschool children (Hassan Beigi, 2000),
improving environmental behaviors (Sarmadi et al., 2000), social
responsibility (Norouzi, 2001), improving social-emotional skills (Arda
Tuncdemir et al., 2022), mental health (Malboeuf-Hurtubise et al.,
2021), and ... . Norouzi and Derakhshandeh (2007) found in their
research that teaching philosophy to children is effective in maintaining
order in the classroom, respecting elders (social etiquette), and having
good relationships with other children (politeness). Trickey, & Topping
(2006) also showed that teaching philosophy to children is effective in
improving communication skills and participation in social behaviors.
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Methodology

The present study is applied research in terms of purpose. The research
method was quasi-experimental with a pre-test-post-test design with a
control group. The statistical population of the research included all
fourth-grade female students of Ashkezar city, among these, 30
students were selected using available sampling method and were
randomly divided into two experimental (15 people) and control (15
people) groups. Philosophy training was conducted in 12 sessions of 60
minutes for the experimental group. The control group remained on the
waiting list and continued with their normal schedule. The collected
data were analyzed by analysis of covariance and MANCOVA using
SPSS software.

Results

The results of the Shapiro-Wilk test showed that the pre-test and post-
test scores in the total score of citizenship behavior and all its
components were normally distributed. The results of the Levine test
also showed that the assumption of equality of variances was met for
the total score of citizenship behavior and its components. Examining
the assumption of homogeneity of regression slopes for the pre-test total
score and the components of citizenship behavior and philosophy
education showed that in all cases the regression slopes of the two
groups did not differ significantly from each other and the assumption
of homogeneity of regression slopes was met. The results of covariance
analysis showed that teaching philosophy for children has improved the
citizenship behavior of fourth grade female students. The results of the
MANCOVA test also showed that there is a significant difference
between the two experimental and control groups in terms of all the
components, so that the post-test average of these components in the
experimental group was significantly higher than the control group.

Conclusion

Overall, the results showed that teaching philosophy to children has a
positive and significant effect on students' citizenship behaviors and
improves these behaviors. In fact, teaching philosophy to children is an
intellectual activity that anyone can do. This program seeks to create
opportunities in which students solve their problems through
intellectual work. Considering the difference in the average score of
citizenship behavior in two groups and the need to strengthen
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citizenship behavior in students, it is suggested to educational leaders
to pay more attention to the issue of teaching philosophy for children.
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