9(36), 2025, 293-320

elISSN:2476-6372

Received in revised form May 16, 2025

Published Online May 17, 2025

Received February 09, 2025

ISSN:2476-5872

Article Type: Reserch Article

Accepted December 27, 2025

Educational Leadership Research ATU
https://jrlat.atu.ac.ir/ DMd PRESS
A Comparative Study of Formal Education in Iran and
Iraq

Corresponding Author, PhD student in Educational Management,
Ali Moramazi* Department of Educational Sciences, Lorestan University,
Khorramabad, Iran. E-mail: ali.moramazi71@gmail.com

Saeed Associate Professor of Educational Management, Department of
Educational Sciences, University of Lorestan, Khorramabad, Iran. E-
Farahbakhsh mail: Farahbakhsh.s@Iu.ac.ir
Associate Professor of Educational Management, Department of
Iraj Nikpay Educational Sciences, University of Lorestan, Khorramabad, Iran. E-

mail: nikpay.i@]u.ac.ir

ABSTRACT

Comparative education, as a significant branch within the field of educational
sciences, examines and compares different educational systems in diverse
societies. The aim of the present study is a comparative study of formal
education in Iran and Irag. The research method is qualitative comparative,
and the strategy for selecting countries was "difference in social systems and
similarity in educational system output.” In this research, library research
(documentary), domestic and international databases, and articles related to
the research topic were used for data collection, and data analysis was
performed based on Bereday's model. The research population includes the
formal education systems of Iran and Irag. The findings show that formal
education in Iran and Irag has differences and similarities in terms of
educational system structure, curriculum content, the role of government,
attention to culture and values, curriculum planning methods, and educational
goals. These differences mainly stem from the political structure, cultural
context, and macro-level approaches of each country in educational
policymaking. Consequently, based on the research findings, considering the
cultural, linguistic, and regional commonalities between the two countries,
and at the same time, structural differences in the educational system, it is
suggested that joint educational working groups be formed between Iran and
Iraq with the aim of exchanging successful experiences, particularly in the
field of educational systems. This collaboration can lead to improving the
quality of education, strengthening a shared cultural identity, and also utilizing
innovative curriculum planning strategies that have been effective in each
country.
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Introduction

Comparative studies in education have roots in the 19th century when
thinkers and educators began to study and compare the educational
systems of different countries. Over time, this field has gradually
evolved, employing more complex methodologies (Johnson, 2021).
Comparative studies in education are recognized as one of the most
important tools for understanding and improving educational systems
globally. By providing the possibility of comparing and analyzing
different educational systems, this approach helps educational
specialists and policymakers to gain a deeper understanding of the
successful and unsuccessful experiences of other countries, and to offer
more effective solutions for improving the quality of education in their
own country (Smith et al., 2020). In recent decades, with the expansion
of globalization and increased international communication, the
importance of comparative studies in education has become
increasingly apparent. Today, these studies play an important role in
shaping educational policies at the national and international levels
(Brown & Davis, 2022). One of the important theoretical frameworks
in this field is the Mark Bray model (1995) or the comparative cube of
Bereday and Thomas, which provides three axes for systematic
analysis: levels of analysis, thematic dimensions of education, and
groups or units of comparison. Education, as a fundamental pillar of
social and economic development of any country, is of particular
importance in developing countries. Education creates human capital in
countries. This human capital, in combination with physical capital,
financial resources, and natural resources, leads to production and
prosperity in the country (Barbari et al., 2017). Therefore, a
comparative study of the educational systems of Iran and Iraq, despite
cultural, religious, and historical similarities, and differences arising
from political, economic, and social conditions, can help to a deeper
understanding of educational challenges and opportunities, and to make
more efficient decisions for policymakers and researchers.

Research Questions

» What are the similarities and differences between the formal education
systems of Iran and Irag?

» What factors influence the performance of the education systems in
both countries?



Moramazi et al. | 295

* What challenges exist for the development of education in both
countries?

» What solutions are proposed to improve the quality of education in
both countries?

Literature Review

Barzaneh, Aslih, Orahi, and Khazami (2020) emphasize that utilizing
the educational experiences of other countries can be effective in
preventing the repetition of similar errors, improving policymaking,
and resolving shared issues and problems. These researchers, with a
practical view of comparative studies, consider them a strategic tool for
learning from other successful systems, provided that the comparative
analysis is accompanied by contextual understanding and creative
adaptation (Roodi, 2023). Comparative analysis of educational
indicators shows that Iran ranks seventh among its neighbors, with
significant strengths, while the Iragi education system faces challenges,
especially in the areas of resource allocation and educational outcomes.
This study, conducted by Madandar Arani et al., aimed to compare the
position of the formal education system of the Islamic Republic of Iran
with neighboring countries based on educational indicators and
examined six key indicators, including student demographics and
financial resources, which are vital for assessing educational
effectiveness (Madandar Arani et al., 2019). International assessments
also indicate fluctuations in the position of Iran's education system. For
example, in reports published by the Legatum Institute, Iran's education
ranking at the global level has declined, from 57th in the period 2012-
2014 to 71st in 2016 (Legatum, 2016; as cited in Madandar Arani et al.,
2019). The differences in educational approaches between Iran and Iraq
can be attributed to their unique cultural and historical contexts.
Guterman discusses how social culture influences management styles
and educational practices and suggests that historical factors, such as
colonialism and religious influences, play an important role in shaping
education systems. This perspective is essential for understanding the
underlying reasons for the observed inequalities in educational
outcomes.

Methodology
This research is a qualitative comparative study aimed at comparatively
studying the formal education system in Iran and Irag. The strategy for
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selecting countries in this study is based on "difference in social
systems and similarity in the output of the educational system.” To
collect data, a library (documentary) method was used, including
reviewing domestic and international databases and articles related to
the research topic. The research population includes all documents,
resources, and records related to the formal education system of Iran
and Irag, which have been examined in the form of a comprehensive
and purposeful study. Since the research is based on documentary
analysis, no sampling was performed, and the entire population was
studied. Data analysis was performed based on George Bereday's
model, which is a valid tool in the comparative analysis of educational
systems and allows for a multi-layered examination of educational
differences and similarities in various structural, content, managerial,
and cultural dimensions (Bray & Thomas, 1995). The goal was to
expand our knowledge in the field of educational systems and provide
a deeper insight into formal education in the selected countries.
Considering the qualitative and documentary nature of the research, no
statistical software was used. This study falls into the category of
applied research because its findings can be used in educational
policymaking, curriculum design, and the development of regional
cooperation between countries.

Results and Discussion

Despite sharing historical and cultural commonalities, the educational
systems of Iran and Iraq exhibit significant differences in various
dimensions. In other words, the findings of this comparative study
revealed that the educational systems of Iran and Iraq have differences
and similarities in twelve key areas, which will be discussed further.
From the perspective of historical and political developments, the
Islamic Revolution of Iran in 1979 led to profound transformations and
a greater focus on religious education (Ekrami, 2022), while the Iraqi
educational system after 2003 has grappled with severe security and
social crises (Challenges of the Iraqi Education System after 2003,
2022). In the area of investment and financial resource allocation, Iran
dedicates a considerable portion of its budget to education (Bronk &
Imani, 2022), whereas Iraq faces a budget deficit in this sector, leading
to reduced infrastructure quality and teacher shortages (Iranian Journal
of Comparative Education, 2021). Both countries follow centralized
systems, but this centralization in Iran has led to greater coherence in
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policymaking (Analysis of the Structure of the Iranian Educational
System, 2020), while in Irag, the educational structure is less efficient
due to the influence of partisan competition and political instability (Al-
Ali, 2015).

Regarding the quality of education, Iran has shown better
performance and efforts have been made to improve quality (Education
in the Age of Globalization, 2021), but Iraq faces challenges such as
high dropout and failure rates due to widespread instability (The Role
of Culture in Educational Systems, 2022). Cultural and ethnic diversity
in Irag poses a significant challenge in designing indigenous
educational programs, while in Iran, the focus on Islamic values
sometimes hinders responsiveness to this diversity (Educational
Policymaking, 2023). The quality of teachers and teaching methods in
both countries faces a shortage of specialists in deprived areas, but Iraq
faces a more severe crisis due to teacher migration (Al-Shamary, 2016).
Also, the language of instruction in Iran is Persian, while in Irag, Arabic
is the official language of education. Access to education in Iran is
affected by poverty and centralization (UNESCO, 2018), while in Iraq,
security and infrastructure challenges have limited this access
(UNICEF, 2015). The role of family and society, as well as the impact
of war and sanctions, are also important factors that have affected
students' attitudes towards education and the weakening of the
educational systems in both countries, respectively (Al-Jaberi, 2017;
National Study of Education Quality, 1395; Al-Tamimi, 2014). Finally,
educational technology in both countries faces limitations
(Mohammadi et al., 1395; Al-Ani, 2012).

Conclusion

Overall, education, as a main pillar of any system, is planned and
implemented based on the country's domestic policies. This process,
along with the education of children, will be carried out with regard to
creating constructive changes for the future of the country. Therefore,
an efficient educational system and its implementation in various
schools will help to achieve this goal. Furthermore, students are known
as the future builders and assets of a country. For this reason, their
education is of particular importance, because the education
organization is one of the most important internal organizations of any
country. Consequently, according to this research, it was found that the
educational quality of Iranian schools is generally better than that of
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Irag, but both countries face challenges. Despite greater investment,
Iran still needs fundamental reforms to improve the quality of
education. Iraq also needs immediate attention to infrastructure and
financial resources to rebuild its education system. On the other hand,
the exchange of experiences and educational collaborations between
these two countries can provide a suitable platform for the development
of scientific, technical, and cultural capacities.
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