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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the impact of the digital economy
in higher education on entrepreneurial intention, based on the Theory of
Planned Behavior. In terms of purpose, this research is applied, and in terms
of data collection, it is descriptive and causal. The statistical population
consisted of 500 students at the University of Tehran, from whom 209 were
selected as the sample using Cochran’s formula and random sampling. Data
were collected using the standard Entrepreneurial Intention Questionnaire
developed by Lifian and Chen (2009) to measure entrepreneurial intention; the
guestionnaire developed by Ozaralli and Ruanberg (2016) to assess personal
attitude and perceived behavioral control; and the scales designed by Ben
Youssef et al. (2020) to measure digital economy support. The reliability of
the instruments was confirmed through Cronbach’s alpha and composite
reliability, while validity was established through face and content validity as
well as construct validity. The findings revealed that personal attitude and
perceived behavioral control are the main determinants of entrepreneurial
intention, with perceived behavioral control exerting a stronger influence than
personal attitude. The structural model further indicated that these two factors
explain approximately 88% of the total variance. Based on these results, it is
recommended that universities place greater emphasis on training and
strengthening students’ academic and practical skills.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The digital economy has introduced innovative opportunities for
businesses and significantly influenced entrepreneurial intentions,
particularly through the use of information and communication
technology (ICT) in education. ICT enhances students' creativity,
critical thinking, and soft skills, offering practical tools that encourage
entrepreneurial behavior during their academic journey. In many
countries, student entrepreneurs are formally recognized and supported
(Jena, 2020). Entrepreneurship is seen as an intentional behavior, as
explained by the Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB), which highlights
the roles of personal attitude and perceived behavioral control in
shaping entrepreneurial intentions. This theory is central to the current
study, which examines how the digital economy's influence on higher
education affects students' entrepreneurial intentions (Lampropoulos et
al, 2024). The research emphasizes that offering entrepreneurship
courses alone is not enough; instead, integrating digital tools and
environments is crucial to developing an entrepreneurial mindset.
Despite the growing presence of the digital economy, few studies have
explored its direct relationship with entrepreneurial intention—creating
a notable gap in the literature. This study aims to fill that gap and
provide practical implications for entrepreneurial education and
management, especially in developing countries where entrepreneurial
failure rates remain high due to lack of training and relevant skills.

Research Questions

1. What impact does support have on individual attitude?

2. What impact does support have on behavioral control?

3. What impact does individual attitude have on entrepreneurial
intention?

4. What impact does behavioral control have on entrepreneurial
intention?

Literature Review

Entrepreneurial intention refers to the conscious intention of an
individual to start a business. Actions stemming from this intention can
be considered entrepreneurial behavior (Batista et al., 2024).
Entrepreneurship education in universities plays a key role in
developing entrepreneurial skills and mindsets in students, such as
creative thinking, risk-taking, and opportunity identification (Overwien
et al., 2024). This type of education increases the inclination and
intention of graduates to pursue entrepreneurial activities (Maragh,
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2025). Research shows that entrepreneurship education can strengthen
entrepreneurial intention by changing individual attitudes, reducing the
fear of failure, and presenting entrepreneurship as a valid career option
(Ghouse et al., 2024). Lihua et al. (2022) conducted a study on students
and concluded that individual characteristics and environmental factors
affect entrepreneurial intention. The findings indicate that contextual
barriers and supportive factors significantly influence students'
entrepreneurial behavior. Su et al. (2021) demonstrated that the theory
of planned behavior is a valid framework for business and engineering
schools in France. Studies conducted in developing and middle-income
countries suggest that higher education is associated with
entrepreneurial intention. For example, entrepreneurship education has
been proven to accelerate future entrepreneurial activities in Nigeria
(Ogbari & Hamkaran, 2018). Barba-Sanchez et al. (2022) proposed an
advanced model in which entrepreneurial intention, supported by
relational and educational factors, impacts entrepreneurial behavior.

Methodology

This research is considered applied in terms of its purpose and
descriptive with a causal nature in terms of data collection method.
Specifically, the study is based on a structural equation modeling
approach. The statistical population consisted of 500 students from the
University of Tehran, of whom 209 were selected as the sample size
using Morgan's table. A stratified random sampling method with
proportional ratios was applied for sample selection. The data collection
tool used in this study was a questionnaire. Entrepreneurial intention
was measured using the standard questionnaire by Linan and Chen
(2009). To measure individual attitude and perceived behavioral
control, the questionnaire by Ozarel and Ronberg (2016) was
employed. Moreover, to assess support for the digital economy, scales
developed in the research by Ben Yousef et al. (2020) were utilized.

Results

The results indicated that Academic support has a positive and
significant impact on personal attitude and perceived behavioral
control; relational support has a positive and significant impact on
personal attitude and perceived behavioral control; Structural support
has a positive and significant impact on personal attitude and perceived
behavioral control; Personal attitude has a positive and significant
impact on entrepreneurial intention; Perceived behavioral control has a
positive and significant impact on entrepreneurial intention
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Discussion

The results of hypothesis testing indicated that academic support has a
positive and significant impact on both personal attitude (B=0.24,
t=2.205) and perceived behavioral control (f=0.16, t=2.507). These
findings are consistent with the studies of Maragh (2025), Yaghoubi
Farani et al. (2015), Karimi (2015), Batista et al. (2024), and Ghouse et
al. (2024). Additionally, relational support has a positive and significant
impact on personal attitude (=0.25, t=2.802) (Amani et al., 2024;
Lampropoulos et al., 2024), but its effect on perceived behavioral
control is not significant (f=0.12, t=1.695). This result contrasts with
the findings of Barba-Sanchez et al. (2022) and Habibi et al. (2020).
Structural support also showed a positive and significant impact on
personal attitude ($=0.26, t=5.401) and perceived behavioral control
(B=0.19, t=2.507), in line with the results of Maragh (2025), Ghouse et
al. (2024), Overwien et al. (2024), and Hoseini et al. (2015).
Furthermore, personal attitude has a significant positive impact on
entrepreneurial intention (f=0.33, t=4.347), supporting the findings of
Dao et al. (2021) and Lihua (2022). Likewise, perceived behavioral
control positively affects entrepreneurial intention (=0.28, t=3.774),
consistent with the findings of Barba-Sanchez et al. (2022) and Aliedan
et al. (2022).

Conclusion

Overall, the findings indicate that different dimensions of educational
support influence entrepreneurial intention through the mediating roles
of personal attitude and perceived behavioral control.
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