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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this study is to identify and analyze the dominant
narratives surrounding schools by re-examining the existing body of research
literature. To this end, a document-based research approach, specifically a
narrative review, was employed. A total of 178 studies were purposefully
selected, identified, and refined, and their contents were analyzed using
thematic analysis. In this article, the research identity of schools is revisited
across nine dimensions: political-ideological, communicative, cooperative
and exchange-based, economic-occupational, mental-physical health,
organizational-managerial, scientific-educational, physical-architectural, and
historical. Drawing upon Sander’s (1989) multidimensional educational
management model, these narratives were systematically classified and
interpreted. The findings indicate that schools in Iran, as complex and
multifaceted institutions, are not merely spaces for education and learning.
Rather, they represent arenas where social, cultural, political, and economic
forces intersect. This study underscores the need for a comprehensive and
multidimensional approach to school management—an approach that fully
addresses the various facets of school identity and is grounded in diversity,
creativity, and critical thinking. Ultimately, the paper recommends strategies
such as fostering interdisciplinary approaches, strengthening critical research,
and emphasizing cultural and social diversity as essential to enhancing the
quality and depth of the research identity of schools in Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Education is as old as human life itself. As societies grew more
complex, the responsibility of education gradually shifted from the
family to monasteries, churches, and eventually to schools. With the
expansion of the school system, the need for educational management
became increasingly evident. The role of educational management has
evolved in accordance with political, social, cultural, and economic
contexts, and its emergence within schools has marked a significant
development in the formalization of education. The school, as one of
the most enduring social institutions, manifests its objective existence
in this context. It plays a crucial role in guiding, educating, and shaping
individuals. In fact, nations often strive to realize their ideals through
the framework of school activities.

Iran is no exception. The significance of this issue has been explicitly
emphasized in the national document on the development of education
and training. According to this document, the school-considered a
neighborhood-based educational center-is expected to undertake a
range of responsibilities, making its role in religious and moral, political
and social, physical and biological, artistic and aesthetic, economic and
professional, as well as scientific and technological education
particularly prominent.

Literature Review

A review of the research literature indicates that schools have been
studied across various scientific and thematic fields. In Iran, scholars
have employed diverse theoretical and methodological approaches to
examine schools—not merely as physical structures but as complex
social institutions. Disciplines such as sociology, psychology,
philosophy, and educational management have each investigated
different dimensions of the school environment, employing theoretical
frameworks including functionalist, critical, conflict-based, and
symbolic interactionist approaches.

This diversity of perspectives contributes to a more comprehensive
understanding of schools as educational, social, and cultural spaces in
which competing ideas, values, and power structures continuously
interact. Within this context, the research identity of schools in Iran can
be defined as a set of beliefs, values, approaches, and research practices
that have collectively evolved within Iranian schools, giving rise to a
distinctive identity. This identity is shaped by structural factors (such
as educational policies and curricula), cultural influences (such as
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prevailing attitudes and values), and a range of economic and social
conditions.

It is noteworthy that despite the growing significance of educational
management and the vital role of schools in national development, few
studies have addressed the research identity of schools from a local
perspective. Most existing studies have been grounded in Western
models, with limited attention to the specific characteristics of the
Iranian education system. In contrast, countries such as China,
Malaysia, and Israel have made considerable efforts to present their
localized knowledge of educational management at the international
level, thereby challenging dominant Euro-American paradigms.
Meanwhile, Iran remains underrepresented on the global map of
educational management, and only a limited number of Iranian
researchers have sought to articulate and promote localized knowledge
at the school level.

To date, no significant initiative has been undertaken by Iranian
scholars to systematically introduce and highlight locally rooted
understandings of school-based educational management. Given that
educational management knowledge is deeply embedded in social and
cultural norms, this study aims to explore the research landscape of
Iranian schools in order to identify key components of the research
identity that scholars have portrayed through their work.

Methodology

This study employed a documentary research method alongside a
narrative review to collect and analyze data. A narrative review is a
qualitative research method used to synthesize and interpret findings
from various studies within a specific field. In this research, 178
scholarly articles related to the topic of schools in Iran were carefully
selected through a systematic search of academic databases and
analyzed using thematic analysis.

Results

The findings reveal that schools in Iran, as complex and multifaceted
institutions, are shaped by a variety of factors:

Political Factors: Educational policies, laws and regulations, and the
prevailing political ideologies in society significantly influence the
research identity of schools in Iran .

Cultural Factors: Societal values, beliefs, traditions, and customs have
a considerable impact on school functioning and on the interactions
among students, teachers, and administrators .
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Economic Factors: Family economic status, the level of funding
allocated to schools, and the availability of facilities and resources all
affect the quality of education .

Social Factors: The social structure of society, class stratification, and
the degree of parental involvement in school affairs also play a critical
role in shaping the research identity of schools in Iran.

Discussion

The research findings demonstrate that each dimension of Sander’s

model contributes to the formation of schools’ research identity in Iran.

For instance, the cultural dimension shapes prevailing school values

and beliefs; the pedagogical dimension influences teaching and learning

methods; the political dimension affects educational policies; and the
economic dimension determines financial resources and infrastructure.

Given the complexity and multidimensionality of schools’ research
identity in Iran, enhancing school management and educational quality
requires a comprehensive, integrated approach that considers all these
aspects. Based on the findings, the following recommendations are
proposed:

— Develop Interdisciplinary Approaches: Promote collaboration
across different academic disciplines to better examine and analyze
school-related issues .

— Strengthen Critical Research: Encourage more critical research in
the field of education to identify and address existing challenges in
schools.

— Acknowledge Cultural and Social Diversity: Educational planning
and implementation must reflect the cultural and social diversity of
students and local communities .

— Foster Collaborative Spaces: Strengthen partnerships between
schools, families, and other social institutions to enhance
educational quality.

Conclusion

By exploring the diverse narratives surrounding schools in Iran, this
study offers deeper insights into the nature and societal role of this
multifaceted institution. It is hoped that these findings will support
educational managers, researchers, and policymakers in advancing
school management practices and improving the overall quality of
education in Iran.
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