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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to explore the concept of teachers' professional virtue
within the context of education in Iran by developing a valid and reliable self-
assessment tool for teachers. The tool is intended to examine the understanding,
measurement, and level of professional virtue components among a sample of
Iranian teachers. The research method is descriptive-survey, with a quantitative
approach. The statistical population consists of all teachers in Sanandaj,
covering all educational levels, with a sample of 650 respondents selected
through cluster sampling for a 65-item questionnaire. The data were collected
using a researcher-designed closed-ended questionnaire and analyzed through
confirmatory factor analysis. Significant differences were found in the overall
professional virtue of teachers and specific components, such as (commitment
to teaching in alignment with valuable social goals) and (commitment not only
to one’s own actions but also to the act of teaching itself) based on years of
experience. Furthermore, significant differences were observed in components
like (commitment to teaching in alignment with social goals and adherence to
ethical principles and care in teaching) according to employment type, and
(commitment to exemplary teaching) according to teaching subject and
teachers' academic field. These findings indicate that the researcher-designed
"Teachers' Professional Virtue" evaluation questionnaire is a valid and reliable
tool for self-assessing teachers in Iran, enabling the study of understanding,
measurement, and the level of professional virtue components among a sample
of Iranian teachers.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Professional virtue is a concept commonly discussed in schools as
learning communities. The professional virtue of teachers encompasses
various dimensions, including commitment to teaching in an exemplary
manner, commitment to teaching aligned with valuable social goals,
commitment not only to one's own practice but also to the act of
teaching itself, and commitment to ethical principles and care in
teaching. The professional virtue of teachers is a relatively new concept
that is developed through experience, professional teaching knowledge,
research, individual expertise, interaction with other teachers, and the
culture and institutionalization of participation.

The aim of the present research is to explore the concept of teachers'
professional virtue within the Iranian educational context by developing
a valid and reliable self-assessment tool for teachers.

Methodology

This tool is designed to measure Iranian teachers' understanding,
components, and level of professional virtue. The research adopts a
descriptive survey method with a quantitative approach. The study’s
statistical population includes all teachers, trainers, and education unit
staff in Sanandaj city, spanning all educational levels.

The data collection tool in this study is a researcher-developed
questionnaire with closed-ended questions, where 10 standard
participants were considered for each item. Cluster random sampling
was used to select the sample. Sanandaj City consists of two educational
districts, each divided into various educational levels, including
primary schools, secondary schools (both theoretical and
technical/vocational), and academic institutions. There are 47 schools
in District 1 and 39 schools in District 2. These schools were randomly
selected, and the questionnaires were distributed among teachers, who
then responded to them. The unit of analysis was the school. The items
were measured using a 5-point Likert scale ranging from very high to
very low.

To establish the formal and content validity of the questionnaire,
four experts were consulted, and the questionnaire items were revised
and approved based on their feedback. Confirmatory factor analysis
was conducted to assess "construct validity." Smart PLS software was
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used to check the validity of the questionnaire by examining factor
loadings and convergent validity indices, while the reliability was
evaluated using Cronbach’s alpha and composite reliability tests. In this
study, the minimum factor loading value for validating the questions
was set at 0.40. The Average Variance Extracted (AVE) index was
employed to assess convergent validity.

Data analysis was conducted in both descriptive and inferential
statistical sections. The descriptive statistics section summarized
demographic variables using frequency statistics, percentage
frequencies, means, and standard deviations. For inferential analysis,
the research model was evaluated using structural equation modeling
(SEM), the mean of components was tested using a one-sample t-test,
and component ranking was performed using the Friedman ranking test.
The relationships between demographic variables and main research
variables were examined using independent t-tests and one-way
analysis of variance (ANOVA). Data analysis was performed using
SPSS version 27 and Smart PLS version 3. The alpha error level for
hypothesis testing was set at 0.05.

Results

he results revealed that the four components of "Teachers' Professional
Virtue" were significantly correlated with each other, with correlations
observed at a confidence level of at least 95%. A significant difference
was found between the four components of teachers’ professional
virtue, with varying ranks and importance for each component. No
significant difference was observed in the overall professional virtue
and its components between male and female teachers. Additionally, no
significant difference was found in the average total professional virtue
or its components based on teachers' educational level or years of
teaching experience. Significant differences were noted in the overall
professional virtue of teachers and specific components, such as
(commitment to teaching aligned with valuable social goals) and
(commitment not only to one's actions but also to the teaching practice
itself), based on years of work experience. Differences were also
observed in the components (commitment to teaching aligned with
social goals and adherence to ethical principles and care in teaching)
according to employment type, and (commitment to exemplary
teaching) based on the teaching field and academic subject area of
teachers.
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The "Teachers' Professional Virtue" evaluation questionnaire, which
includes 4 components and 57 items, has demonstrated good validity
and reliability. This tool can be used to assess the dimensions of
teachers' professional virtue, evaluate their practices, and identify areas
for improvement. The development and validation of the professional
virtue questionnaire, designed specifically for the teaching profession
within the Iranian context, represents an innovative and exploratory
contribution. This tool can serve as a roadmap for future researchers
seeking to refine, develop, and standardize it. Future studies could use
the findings from this research to create methodological models for
investigating and adapting professional virtue standards in schools and
educational institutions. The research introduces a previously
underexplored topic to the scientific community, thereby expanding the
theoretical and empirical knowledge in this field. Future researchers can
use this questionnaire, inspired by the findings of this study, to gain a
deeper understanding of professional virtue and further refine the tool
with larger sample sizes. Therefore, this questionnaire is a valid and
reliable tool for self-assessing teachers in the Iranian context and
culture, offering valuable insights into the understanding, measurement,
and level of professional virtue among Iranian teachers.

Conclusion

The findings of this study can be utilized by educational researchers to
analyze the state of teachers' professional virtue, with a focus on the
importance of its components and dimensions. Educational
practitioners and policymakers can also use these results to improve in-
service programs and professional development initiatives,
emphasizing the dimensions of professional virtue. A failure to address
these components may negatively impact various sectors of education
and society, leading to adverse consequences for the education system,
including the realization of moral and educational values, and the
preparation of virtuous professionals. This questionnaire aligns with
existing theories (e.g., Sergiovanni and Starratt’s dimensions of
professional virtue) and offers the necessary validity for further
research.
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